
Credit Given to American Troops
For Changing Military Situation

Offensive Snatched From
GermansThrough Unity of

the Allied Command

May Be Last Drive
Enemy Can Afford

First Considerable Victory of
1918 Brings New Cheer

and Courage

Introductory Comment
By William L. McPherson

THE campaign on the West
front has entered a new

phase with General Foch'3
counter offensive against Luden-
dorff. It has changed the ivh-ole
fate of the military situation in
France. Its results will show de¬
cisively in, the conduct of the war

from to-day on.

Wlwtt enabled Foeh to spring the
surprise which killed the fifth Ger¬
man drive and snatched the initia¬
tive for the first time since last No¬
vember out of German hands? There
is only one answer. It was the ar¬

rival of American reinforcem-ents in
numbers sufficient to guarantee the
future.
Foch could not have afforded to

launch a counter offensive against
the German right flank last March,
while the first great German drive
was running its course toward Mont-
didier and Amiens. Unity of Allied
command had not been achieved at
that time. But even if Foch had
had supreme control he would have
hesitated to undertake an operation
which would have dangerously in¬
volved his reserves and might,
through its failure, have aggra¬
vated the disaster to the British be¬
fore St. Quentin.
He can attack now because since

March last the United States has set
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HOW ITALIANS SAFEGUARDED VALONA

The heavy lines «how the battle fronts in Western Albania before and after the recent Italian advance. The
arrows indicate bow the Italians drove the Austrian forces out of the hill position of the Malcastra by outflanking
it on both sides.

down safely on French soil divisions
enough to give him a free hand.
Americans have had a conspicuous
sliare in Foch's brilliant counter
blow on ths Soissons-Château
Thierry front. And it is the Ameri¬
can expeditionary achievement, the
surprising character of which is em-

pfwsized below, which is the pri-
mary cause r*f this week's sudden
change in Allied military policy.a
change which has produced the first
considerable Allied victory of 1918
and brought new cheer and courage
to all the Allied nations.

By Hilaire Belloc
(Cirpyripht, 1918, by The Tribun« Associa¬

tion.The Kew York Tribune)

THE Germans' delay in starting
the offensive which began
on Monday.if indeed this

is another serious attempt at the
offensive and not merely a feint.
has given rise to a vast amount of
discussion and speculation, not a

line of which is worth writing. The
elements of the situation are per¬
fectly clear and ought to be familiar
to every one.

The enemy had enjoyed for six
months before his great attack on

March 21 a very heavy numerical
superiority, due to the éliminât.o.i
of the Russian army. It was a su¬

periority far greater than the Allies
ever enjoyed on the Western front
He used his unexpected and very
great advantage for withdrawing
from the front a great number of
men and giving them at his leisure
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special training for their coming job
.a thing the Western Allies were
never able to do, because they never
had a sufficient margin of men to
spare. This advantage came at a

time when his heavy artillery had
been nearly doubled by the Russian
surrender of material and by the
consequent Teuton victory at Capo-
retto last autumn.
On account of all this, when the

enemy attacked in March he ob¬
tained a striking success and almost
succeeded in restoring the war of
movement. The second attack in
the north produced a lesser but still
considerable success; his third at-
tack a month later broke the line
completely between Rheims and
Soissons and reached the Marne;
the fourth attack, on the Matz, waá
checked with very heavy loss. The
month's delay which followed after
the battle of the Matz, when rather
more than twenty divisions were en¬

gaged without results and with
heavy losses, is amply accounted for
by the necessity for recruitment.
Time an Ally
Of the Entente
Meanwhile every day that passed

or that now passes reduces the nu¬
merical superiority upon which
alone the enemy had relied. The
destruction which his best shocl^
troops have suffered cannot be re¬
paired by mere hospital returns 01

the drafting in of the young classes
.in other words, his chance of sue
cess gets less as time passes.

Therefore, the enemy's attack.
whether this is it or not.will, if h<
intends to maintain the offensive
come at the earliest possible oppor
tunity. Whether this is that oppor
tunity or not we do not know, be
cause we are not possessed of th<
figures on his hospital returns or hi;
casualty lists. We can only gues3
and ,in guessing note that after i

heavy action a delay of at least .¦.
month has always been impose
upon the enemy when he has bee;
checked.
Of the sector he may choose fo

his attack.assuming, again, th
possibility that the present action i
a feint.the general student of th
war can in the nature of thing
know nothing. The enemy prepare
material for such a movement ii
many sectors, and it is demonstrabl
that he only decides at the last mo
ment upon which one he will con
centrate. Proof of this is in th
fact that his attack of May 27 wa
made upon divisions which had onl
just been sent to rest in a quiet sec
tor of the line, so that the decisio
to attack that particular line cannc
have been taken more than four o
five days before the attack wa
made. The same thing is true, o

course, of the local offensives undei
taken everywhere along the line b
the Allied supreme command. Th
German never knows where the ne?
one will develop. Discussion of the
point therefore is futile at thi
stage.

Politics Will Play
Important Part
There remains a third point i

regard to German plans, which
the question whether the enemy wi
choose finally to renew hs offensiv
with full force or to stand on th
defensive. Every military argumer
is in favor of his renewing the o
fensive unless he believes that fc
the next fighting season he can r<

-.,

cruit a large number of Slav troop*
in the East, for the growth of the
American contingents would other¬
wise reduce him to a position of in¬
creasing inferiority. If he does not
renew the offensive and does stand
on the defensive for the remainder
of this season he will do so upon a

political calculation.first, as to the
attitude of the Slavs in the Eastern
territory he has overrun; second,
as to the attitude of his own people,
who may not be prepared for a con-,
tinuation of the very heavy losses
recently suffered, and, third, from
a calculation that the continuation
of the war by maintaining a strong
defensive unbroken will give him
better terms than an offensive which
might fail with disastrous results.

Such are the alternatives, and
more than that we cannot say.
Of the local actions, of which

alone we have any recent news, bv
far the most important was the Ital¬
ian advance in Albania, supporte;]
on the flank by French troops. This
operation has not been sufficient!}
carefully followed in the West, or

! account of the unfamiliarity of tht
! ground and because of the fact thai
its whole importance is local. Bu'
it is well worth examining, for r
may have a considerable effect on j
future campaign in the Balkans.

If you look at a map of the Adri
atic you will see that there is n<
harbor for modern shipping on tb
Italian shore, save at Venice on th
r>orth and Brindisi on the south, o
sufficient size to serve as a base fo
a whole modern fleet. This condi
tion has greatly crippled the Italia:
naval work, and the possession b
the Austrians of very different nat
ural harbors has given them
marked advantage in certain phase
cf this war. They have both Trieat
and Fiume at the northern end o
the Adriatic, and then a major s(
ries of deep landlocked channels b<
tween the Dalmatian Islands and th
coast, ending with the superb inh
of Cattaro, which is completely s<
ture in its defence against any a
tack from the sea.

Submarine Realigns
Naval Values
Now, from Cattaro southwai

there is no harbor serviceable for
modern fleet until you get to tl
singular geographical accident calh
the Bay of Valona. The bay is la
ger than any other inlet on tl
whole Adriatic. It is deep, almo
completely landlocked, w-ith hi|
ground on either side and the tov
of Valona at its southern extremit
It stands just opposite Brindisi, coi
manding the Straits of Otrant
Eet'ore the advent of the submari;
any one holding Valona Bay ai
Brindisi at the same time wou
have been master of the Adrial
had he possessed a sufficient fle<
for the straits are not more th:
fifty miles across and nothing cou
have passed. On that very accou
none of the great powers dared
occupy Valona, which until the B:
kan war was in Turkish territoi
for fear of provoking a war.
When Italy entered this war, ho

ever, by agreement with her allí
she at once occupied the bay a
town. The use of the submari
has, of course, taken away son
thing of its value, but it still :
mains the most important point,
far as the mere geographical c(
figuration goes, on the whole Ad
otic coast, and it can be made ir
a most formidable naval base. 1

enemy's victories in the Balkan pen¬
insula put him in a position to
threaten Valona very seriously, im¬
mediately to the north of the bav,
over flat country, the River Vojusa
falla into the sea. Behind it is the
mountain ridge called the Malcastra,
which dominates the valley of the
Voiusa, and behind the Malcastra
again is the considerablo town of
Berat, which makes as good a bas^
as these rough mountains afford for
enemy operations on this front. The
enemy held not only the line of the
Vojusa, but the Malcastra behind it
which is the really strong obstacle
of all that district.
When the Italians
Occupied Berat
What the Italians did beginninp

on the morning of July 6 and con
tinuing for four days was this
Ihey advanced their left flank, the
western end of the line, along the
level sea plain, aided by the fire of
British monitors over the coas*-.

They forced the lower reaches and
the mouth of the Vojusa River anj
then threw cavalry forward verv
rapidly to the north, turning all this
end of the Malcastra ridge. The?,
were right behind the mountain by
Sunday night.

Meanwhile, at the other end oí
the ridge, which is rather more than
twenty miles long, they fought then
way up the Berat road, and this righi
or eastern wing kept so well to thf
timetable that it got around th«
eastern end of the Malcastra rang<
at just the same time that the lefi
wing got around the western end
The whole of the enemy's main posi
tion was therefore turned withit
lorty-eight hours and he was com

pelled to fall back. He appears t<
have made some stand on the line o

Berat-Kireri, which is parallel t<
and just north of the mountaii
range which he had lost, and in th<
tangled mountain country to th
east, all the way up to Lake Ochids
the French were exercising consic1
crable pressure. On Monday it wa
clear the enemy could no longer hoi
the Berat line and he fell back sti
further to the northward; the Ita
¡ans occupied Berat, and at the en
of the fourth day had complete!
liberated Valona from all menac
The enemy's line now stands almo;
due east and west from the middle <
the western shore of Lake Ochrid;
and its nearest point is a goc
forty miles from Valona Ba
Whether the operation is prelin
nary to a further movement we (
not know, but even regarded by i
self it has had the effect of rends
ing secure for the first time in t\
years the precarious hold of our s
lies upon their main Adriatic ha
bor.

Only one other operation of ii
portahce is indicated in recent di
patches.the minor but interestii
one on July 10 which recovered ¡
the crest of the ridge above t
Avre up to and over which the e

emy advanced in his great atta
on April 4. The Germans we

checked, it will be remembered,
their effort to reach the Amiei
Paris railway, and the French )
mained on the summit of the rid
above the Avre, which covers ti
railway by a few miles. They 1<
the edge of the high ground a
therefore the observation posts tl
it afforded over the enemy's pc
tions.

This attack of July 10, thou
yielding only 500 prisoners, was
pecially valuable in regaining tin
observation posts.
Sending Troops
To Murman Coast
Of the policy now made put

by the Allied governments of se:
ing troops to the northern Russ
coast we know and can say v<
little beyond what the bare (

patches tell us. But it is obvi*
that such moves may be intended
secure the only ice-free port t
Russia possesses there on the
treme edge of Finland, a port uni
with Petrograd by a single line
railway, which was rapidly b
during the war. If the enemy, us
his alliance with the Finns, had
copied this point he could have m
it a submarine base, usable all
year round, and it is, in the f
place, to prevent this that the oc
pation of tiie port has been uni
taken.

So long as the harbor is held
enemy will gain no benefit, e
were he to reach and cut the i
way uniting the Murman coast \
the capital, a move which was
l'oubtedly his intention a couplf
weeks ago. His only real ad\
tage would be found in an opera
against the coast itself.

It should be noted that before
Allies sent troops here the I
population had already risen aga
the anarchist committee which
Roverning this place, had defej
its forces and restored sometí
like order. There is a tendenc;
such a reaction against the Bol
viks all over Russia at this mom
and among other effects of that
dency, it would seem, although
accounts are still confused, that
most the whole Siberian raih
even as far as Samara, is now
cither by the new armed force
released Czech prisoners or by o
opponents of the Bolsheviks,
the possible exception of the
around Lake Baikal.

If that hold upon the great ar
of Siberia can be maintained it
make a vast difference in
plans for international suppor
the nationalist forces of Ru

which for nearly a year now hav^i
been struggling against their an

rrchist masters. The enemy has only
torty-five divisions on the whole oP
his Eastern front, and these are

his worst troops. This is little more
in mere numbers than one-eighth of
his total forces, and less than a tenth
of his fighting value in men, and
not a fiftieth of his artillery fire
power. All the remainder he has
concentrated between the Adriatic
and the North Sea.

If it should prove possible to sup¬
port the national movement in Rus
sia, to provide arms and gather an/
considerable force, forty-five Ger¬
man divisions would be quite insuffi¬
cient to their task, and we should
see Prussia and her allies reduced to
the dilemma of weakening their
forces in the West just when Ameri¬
can recruitments are making it nec¬
essary to send there every man pos¬
sible or of abandoning the contro!
of those eastern regions upon which
the Central Empires are dependin«
certainly for supplies and possibly
for men next year.

»

Italians Fighting
Fieri*«*Kr ?** Rheims

(Special I Tribune)
WASHINGTON, July 20..A dispatcito the Italian Embassy to-day says:"Italian correspondence from th<French front grives details rcgardinjthe magnificent resistance of ou:

troops defending Rheiras, commandée
by General Morrone. The brigadicommanded by Peppino Garibaldi ha
particu'arly distinguished itself. LasWednesday the Germans occupied vita
positions held by our troops, but wer*
promptly expelled in furious count«attacks.
"Romeo Gallenga, Assistant Secre

tary of the Interior, returning: fronPari3, said concerning his impressionof the French front:
'"The American Boldiers fight lik

veterans. The French press is enthusiastic over the bravery and fightinability of the Italian troops, whose un
ceasing resistance has prevented th
enemy from gaining ground in th
sec.ors defended by them.'"

British Air Raiders
Destroy Zeppelins
At Tonderen Base

Two Flights Made by Air-
men Guarded by Ships of

the Grand Fleet

LONDON, July 20..German airship
sheds at Tondern, in Schleswig-Hol¬
stein, were bombed recently by three
British airmen and two Zeppelins were

destroyed, according to an eyewitness
account of the raid printed in the
newspaper "Stifts Tidende," of Rlbe,
Denmark. The four hits obtained by
the airmen started a fire which lasted
half an hour, during which the Zep¬
pelins were burned.
The statement read:
"A detachment of the Grand Fleet,

operating off the Jutland coast on the
morning of Friday, July 19, has re¬

turned to the base, having carried out
a bombing attack on the Zeppelin
sheds at Tondern, Schleswig, by the
Royal Air forces.

"In the first flight, which was made
in the early morning, all the machines
reached their objective and made di¬
rect hits on a large double thed, which
was completely destroyed the con¬
flagration rising to 1,000 feet.
"A second flight followed, all our ma¬

chines but one reaching their objective.
A large shed was observed to have a
hole of considerable dimensions in the
roof, from which a volume of smoke
was being emitted. A second shed was
bombed and direct hits were made,
but owing to the fierce anti-aircraft
tire and to the smoke of the first shed
it was not possible to observe whether
the destruction of the second shed was
complete.
"The attacks were made from a

height of 700 to 1,000 feet. Four of
tur machines failed to return and in¬
formation has been received that three
of these machines landed in Danish
territory. All the shipa returned with¬
out casualties."

British seaplanes launched from ns-
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val vessels near the coast of German?
have dropped bombs on Teuton airíhia
sheds at Tondern. destroying two sheds
and possibly a third buüding, the Brit-
ish Admiralty announced to-night.
Four machines of th* British aerial

squadron did not return, three landing
In Danish territory. AU the British
warships returned to their bas« witB_
out any casualties.

In the first flight, which was made ir.
the early morning, all the machinée
reached their objectives Hnd made di¬
rect hits on a large doubled shed, which
was completely destroyed, the confla¬
gration rising 1,000 f«et.

In the second flight all the machín««
but one reached their objectives. Bombs
were dropped on two large sheds, one
having a large hole b'own in it It
was impossible to observe whether the
destruction of the second shed w»«
complete. The attacks were mad« from
a height from 700 to 1,000 feet.

Referring to the British raid on the
airsheds a Berlin official statement un¬
der Friday's date says:
"Only some material damage wts

done by this morning's aerial »tt»tk
upon airship establishments in To«,
dem."

Make It a Practice to Buy War Savings Stamps Regularly

franklin Simon & Co.
Fifth Avenue, 37th and 38th Sts.

Will Close Out.MONDAY

Women's Summer Dresses
Gingham or Voile Dresses

Anderson's Scotch gingham dresses, with white em¬
broidered collar and cuffs ; plain colored voile dresses,
many embroidered, hemstitched or tucked. *T tí{\Heretofore $9.75 to $18.50 ¦ töV

Calico or Voile Dresses
Figured or checked calico dresses; surplice model
with white organdie collar and cuffs; plain striped or
embroidered voile dresses, trimmed with organdie.Heretofore $14.50 to $24.50

WOMEN'S GOWN SHOP.Third Floor

12.75

At Special Prices.MONDAY
Women's White Satin Skirt
Of high lustre white Baronette satin; shirred topmodel with double flap pockets, pearl button trimmed.

Special
Women's Shetland Wool Sweater

Slip-on model with sleeves, V-neck; tasseled sash;in rose, pink, Copen, reseda, purple, white or black.
Special

15.00

3.95
Final Clearance Sale.MONDAY

Small Children's Dresses.2 to e years
Children's Play Dresses Smocked Voile DressOf plain chambray or cotton Of white voile, hand smockedcrepe, also checked or striped and trimmed in pink, blue orgingham, in pink or blue. _^ yellow.

Heretofore $2.95 to $3.95 le75 Heretofore $3.75 to $4.95 2.50
Crepe Bloomer Dress Hand-Smocked DressesOf imported crepe in green, rose Of white batiste, hand-made;or blue ; white repp collar and a'so striped dimity or lawncuffs, detachable b'oomers. with novelty stitching.-,Heretofore $4.75 ¿.50 Heretofore $5.75 to $7.50 3.95

INFANTS' APPAREL SHOP.Fifth Floor

Sale cf Girls' or Boys' HosieryLisle Thread Socks Lisle Thread SocksWhite with striped tops ; also r»,.«,«-«. ». oin white, black, or cordovan. . Ln3w Vnl" °f ??**?J"*Sizes 5 to 9Vz. 4 pairs for .90 ££?*&«** 'Tp'Ä 1.10
Ribbed Cotton Hose Ribbed Cotton HoseFine ribbed cotton hose, in Broad or fine ribbed cottonWack or white.

. . t Oß hose in black, white or tan. - oASizes 6 to 9%. 6 pairs for 1 .¿D Sizes 6 to 10. 6 pairs for 1.90
_CHILDREN'S HOSIERY SHOP.Main Floor


